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GATEWAY WA PROJECT 
Statement 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan) [6.20 pm]: I want to finish what I was saying last night about 
the stunning success of the Gateway WA project, because I did not get around to talking about the artworks on 
that project. I also want to offer my congratulations to all the people who were involved in that project. I drove 
through the Gateway project again today on my way to Parliament House, and I will obviously be seeing it on 
my way home tonight in the dark as well. It was remiss of me not to mention the stunning artworks that have 
been incorporated into the Gateway project. The Gateway WA project is a $1 billion investment in 
Western Australia by the state government. It has won a safety award and a Waste Authority WA award. I do not 
know whether there is an award for artworks on public projects, but I hope that if there is such an award, the 
artworks on this project will be entered into that category as well. 
The artworks on this project demanded a visionary approach that would create a lasting impression for not only 
road users, residents, and visitors to Western Australia who come in from the airport in particular, but also 
perhaps people who have not been to Western Australia before. That is exactly what has been incorporated 
throughout the Gateway WA project. The project provided an opportunity to form a gateway to the city of Perth 
that expresses the dynamic, creative and rapidly evolving character of Western Australia. The project used 
innovative and integrated urban design concepts to create a themed journey that includes coloured way-finding 
clues, or cues, to the Perth landmarks of the city, river and range. The urban design aims to aid road journey 
navigation and make a positive and lasting impression on visitors. 
The urban design features various themes. One theme is “ribbons through the landscape”, which draws from the 
natural Perth landscape setting and represents the earth, the sky and the vegetation. The urban design 
incorporated functional elements, including noise walls, retaining walls on the bridges and abutments, highway 
lighting, and landscaping. The highway lighting is an absolute standout for me. The first time I saw it was at 
night, when the blue and other colourful lights on the framework around the bridges make it look as though 
people are driving through a coloured tunnel. It was delightful. The movement of the lighting and the changes in 
the colour of the lighting were fascinating. The other themes were the earth ribbon, the land art, the sky ribbon, 
the Redcliffe Park wall, and the City Link noise walls. All those themes were incorporated with the artworks on 
this project. I wanted to finish off with those comments, because I felt it would be remiss of me not to mention 
the artworks when talking about the overall Gateway project. 
I want to congratulate the Barnett government on this work, which has spanned three or four years. I particularly 
congratulate Reece Waldock, the director general of the Department of Transport. Reece has seen an amazing 
improvement and development of roadworks in and around the East Metropolitan Region. He has clearly 
understood the requirements of the work that needs to be done throughout the East Metropolitan Region. The 
Gateway project is not the only one; it is also Reid Highway and various other works in that area. I also 
congratulate the three state ministers who have been involved in this project, starting with Hon Simon O’Brien in 
the early planning stages; Hon Troy Buswell, who undertook a fair bit of the work; and Hon Dean Nalder for the 
completion of the works. This truly has been a very successful and amazing outcome for the East Metropolitan 
Region. I congratulate everybody involved. 

House adjourned at 6.25 pm 
__________ 
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